
CITY OF AUBURN, NE BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS 

SOURCE WATER PROTECTION PROJECT - 2009 
 

 
DESCRIPTION OF CURRENT PROJECT 

 
The City of Auburn, led by the Board of Public Works (BPW) has been working proactively towards 
improving its public water supply source for several years. The community’s existing groundwater 
aquifer supply is sparse and threatened by the presence of multiple onsite wastewater treatment 
systems among other sources of potential contamination.  
 
Existing municipal wells are shallow with total depths of less than 100 feet. Due to the shallowness of 
the aquifer and presence of the Little Nemaha River, a strong hydrologic connection between ground 
and surface water is assumed to exist. The municipal wells are scheduled to be tested by the State to 
determine if the wells are under the influence of surface water.  
 
This intent of this project is to establish of a Wellhead Protection Plan, a Wellhead Protection 
Overlay Ordinance, and Source Water Management Plan. Auburn BPW desires to establish a 
‘comprehensive management plan’ with the intent of establishing multiple management activities to 
be implemented continuously. Management options will aim to reduce or completely eliminate 
certain threats to Auburn’s source of drinking water and include implementation of conservation 
actions.  
 
This comprehensive effort will layout a road map for pollution prevention actions over the next five 
to ten years including encouragement of source water friendly land uses and establishment of an 
ordinance to assist Auburn with land-use decisions in coordination with Nemaha County. 
 
A ‘planning team’ will be established and include members from each ‘partner’ and other appropriate 
agencies. The intent of the planning team will be to guide decision making during the planning 
process and implementation of management strategies.  
 
Cost-share has been provided by the Nebraska Department of Environmental Quality’s Source Water 
Protection Grant Program. The project started in February 2009 and is expected to be completed 
within one year. 
 
For more information on this project contact David Hunter, Auburn Board of Public Works 
Director, at (402) 274-4981 or dhunter@auburnne.net. 
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