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CITY OF AUBURN, NE BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS
SOURCE WATER PROTECTION PROJECT - 2009

DESCRIPTION OF CURRENT PROJECT

The City of Auburn, led by the Board of Public Works (BPW) has been working proactively towards
improving its public water supply source for several years. The community’s existing groundwater
aquifer supply is sparse and threatened by the presence of multiple onsite wastewater treatment
systems among other sources of potential contamination.

Existing municipal wells are shallow with total depths of less than 100 feet. Due to the shallowness of
the aquifer and presence of the Little Nemaha River, a strong hydrologic connection between ground
and surface water is assumed to exist. The municipal wells are scheduled to be tested by the State to
determine if the wells are under the influence of surface water.

This intent of this project is to establish of a Wellhead Protection Plan, a Wellhead Protection
Overlay Ordinance, and Source Water Management Plan. Auburn BPW desires to establish a
‘comprehensive management plan’ with the intent of establishing multiple management activities to
be implemented continuously. Management options will aim to reduce or completely eliminate
certain threats to Auburn’s source of drinking water and include implementation of conservation
actions.

This comprehensive effort will layout a road map for pollution prevention actions over the next five
to ten years including encouragement of source water friendly land uses and establishment of an
ordinance to assist Auburn with land-use decisions in coordination with Nemaha County.

A ‘planning team’ will be established and include members from each ‘partner’ and other appropriate
agencies. The intent of the planning team will be to guide decision making during the planning
process and implementation of management strategies.

Cost-share has been provided by the Nebraska Department of Environmental Quality’s Source Water
Protection Grant Program. The project started in February 2009 and is expected to be completed
within one year.

For more information on this project contact David Hunter, Auburn Board of Public Works
Director, at (402) 274-4981 or dhunter(@auburnne.net.
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Hastings Wellhead Protection Area

Goal: To support the development of appropriate and applicable programs
related to the Hastings Wellhead Protection Area

Project Areas:
Public Education
Nitrate Source Inventory
Best Management Practices
Water Conservation

Specific Projects:
<+ Hastings Museum Nitrate Education
Incorporate pollution prevention education in display along
with demonstrations, activities, etc.

* Soil Sampling (Vadose, deep soil testing)
Testing to determine future nitrate trends and amount of
nitrate found below root zone

» Well Water Nitrate Sampling
Test all irrigation and domestic wells within the WHPA
boundary for nitrates

< Lawn Care Techniques
Analyze water usage on lawns, along with promoting
composting. Trade in old mowers for mulching mowers

% Community Outreach Program at Prairie Loft Center
Educate community (rural & city) on issues associated with
the WHPA during there October Festival



Hastings Wellhead Protection Advisory Team

Michele Bever-Facilitator

Chuck Neumann
Clark Haberman
Ron Seymour
Dawn Miller
Glen Kroeker
Jack Newlun
Jeremy Groves
Mark Hemberger
Charles Wagner
Robin Vodehal
Tom Krueger

Ed Fleharty
Chuck Rainforth
Warren Brakhahn
Willis Hunt
Ruben Wehnes
Bill McLeod
Stan Knudson
Lonnie Lipsack
Butch Hughes

South Heartland District Health Dept.
Farmer

College / Citizen

County Extension

Adams Co. Public Works Dept.
Adams Co. Planning and Zonning
City of Hastings

City of Hastings

Hastings Utilities

Village of Juniata

Citizen

Citizen

Hastings Utilities / LBNRD
LBNRD / Farmer

LBNRD / Farmer

BPW

Farmer

Farmer

Citizen

Citizen

Citizen

Hastings Wellhead Protection Technical Committee

Daryl Anderson
Russ Gierhardt
Jamie Oltman
Randy Gunn
Marty Stange
Jenny Sidlo
Michele Bever

Little Blue NRD

Upper Big Blue NRD

The Groundwater Foundation

NRCS, South Central Nebraska RC&D
Hastings Utilities

Hastings Utilities

South Heartland District Health Dept.
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