Ron Bishop
2013 Maurice Kremer Groundwater Achievement Award Winner
Ron Bishop has been a prominent figure in Nebraska’s water
world – and because of his lifetime dedication to protecting
and conserving groundwater he has been selected to receive
The Groundwater Foundation’s 2013 Maurice Kremer
Groundwater Achievement Award. Bishop will receive his
award on November 25, 2013 at the Nebraska Water
Resources Association and Nebraska State Irrigation
Association joint convention in Kearney.
“He was an excellent sounding board during those times
when I was developing groundwater management and
protection guides for the NRDs”, said Kremer selection
committee member Bob Kuzelka. “He brought his NRD
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board into a progressive approach to groundwater
management at a very early stage.”
Ron Bishop was the general manager of the Central Platte Natural Resources District since
the formation of NRDs in 1972, and has played a critical role in helping to develop the NRD
structure and promoting the importance of natural resources conservation. He has written
and testified on water and conservation Legislative bills in Nebraska and in Washington
D.C. Nationally, he was one of the founding members of the Ground Water Management
Districts Association (GMDA) in the 1980’s; serving as president from 1989-2002. He also
served on the National Water Resources Association board representing groundwater since
1990.
In Nebraska, Ron truly has exemplified a career and life dedicated to conserving and
managing Nebraska’s natural resources, working with the NRD Board of Directors in local,
state and national conservation projects. He has served on the Nebraska Water Resources
Association for over 30 years and received the George W Norris Award for distinguished
public service in 1985. During Ron’s tenure as general manager, the CPNRD has been
innovative and accomplished many milestones to protect and conserve natural resources.
This includes efforts such as Implemented Nebraska’s first Water Banking Program which
provides water for new and future uses and maintains economic sustainability in rural
economies. First NRD to implement a Prescribed Fire Program for area landowners to
manage rangelands, restore grasslands and control invasive species. First NRD to help
irrigation districts convert surface water irrigation to groundwater irrigation, increasing
efficiency by irrigating the same number of acres and return excess water to the Platte
River. Excess flows will help bring the over-appropriated area of the CPNRD back to a fully

appropriated & used as part of the responsibility to the Platte River Recovery
Implementation Plan.
The Kremer Award is chosen by a selection committee appointed by The Groundwater
Foundation Board of Directors. Selection committee members include: Jim Goeke,
University of Nebraska; Jane Griffin, President of The Groundwater Foundation; Don Kraus,
Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District; and Bob Kuzelka, University of
Nebraska.

